
4th Sunday of Lent                                                                                                                                                                                                                March 22, 2020 

Birthdays     
March 23 Frank Seruch, Helen Gruszecki 

March 24 Bev Gruszecki, 

March 28 John Girscht, Michele Carver, Tiffany 

                 Withrow 

March 29 Marci Craig, Isaiah Bivins 

 

 

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week 

     Thank You for Your Support 

Heggy’s 

1306 West State St. 

Alliance, OH 44601 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER 

UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE: “Do you believe in 

the Son of Man?” Jesus wants to motivate each one of us 

to see the truth. After developing a relationship with Jesus, 

the blind man “sees” as someone very special. The 

Pharisees, due to the blindness caused by their ignorance, 

prejudice, and need for self-preservation, still remain blind. 

Presuppositions, prejudices, assumptions, and our needs 

can easily blind us to truth. We see what we want or need 

to see and not what is really there. In addition, our 

stubbornness continues to convince us that we are right 

and that our vision is perfect. Only God can complete the 

picture.  Look around at our world. So much of what is 

happening today is due to the reluctance of folks to allow 

themselves to be stretched and brought to see what is 

really there. Many react to what life presents to them 

more with the lenses of ignorance than lenses of clarity. 

The Gospel carries great transformative value. With it, God 

corrects our vision and replaces our limited sight with the 

fullness of his sight. God opens our eyes so that we can 

see that it is not about preserving what we have created 

but of living in the immensity and wonder of God’s 

kingdom.  Through a simple, loving relationship with God, 

we can break through the tethers of prejudice, eradicate 

fear, dispel the darkness of hatred and sin, discover 

freedom, live in peace, work for justice, be effective 

stewards of creation, assist the migrant and the 

immigrant, and safeguard our economic systems and 

policies so that they truly serve all of God’s children. What 

we see is often an artificial lie. Our truth is much bigger 

than what our limited sight believes it to be. Allow God to 

work in and through you. Do not be afraid. Be open and 

be humble enough to know that you need help. Many 

human beings are living with severe cataracts that 

produce sight that is at best blurred. Are you one of 

them?                               LPI 

 

 

 

Community Food & Fellowship:  Cancelled till further 

notice. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               
Adoration – Cancelled.  

• Rosary Cancelled 
• Stations of the Cross - Cancelled 

•  Soup and Discussion- Cancelled 

• March 20th, Frozen Sales 

• Easter Egg Hunt:  Cancelled 

• CFF Dinner Cancelled 

• Masses Cancelled till further notice 

•  

 

 
•  

 

 

 

 

• March 15th at 10:15 am Parish Council Mtg. 

 

 

   
 

St. Thomas Aquinas:  In their continuing efforts to 

keep communication open with our parish families, St. 

Thomas Aquinas has shared the following information 

with us. In keeping with the orders of Governor DeWine, 

Stark County Catholic Schools have closed, schools are 

closed from March 16 – April 5, with the hope of 

returning to school on Monday, April 6. Also, in the 

interest of public safety and health, St. Thomas Aquinas 

High School has many events, such as the events listed 

below, that have been canceled or postponed as of 

Friday, March 13, 2020.   

 •       St. Thomas Aquinas High School Open House 

(originally Sunday, March 15, 2020): POSTPONED -   

New Date and Time: Sunday, April 26, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 

p.m.    

• St. Thomas Aquinas Annual Auction (originally 

Saturday, March 21, 2020): POSTPONED -  New Date 

and Time: Friday, May 8, 5:30 p.m.  

  

• St. Thomas Aquinas BINGO: CANCELED until the 

Governor lifts the ban on large gatherings  

  

• Central Catholic & St. Thomas Aquinas High School’s 

“Mary Poppins the Broadway Musical” (originally April 

3-5): POSTPONED - New Dates To Be Determined 
  

   

        Mass Schedule and Intentions 
 

Saturday, March 21st     
5:00 p.m. Cancelled 

 Sunday, March 22nd            
 9:00 a.m. Cancelled 

 Tuesday, March 24th   No Service   
Saturday, March 28th   
5:00 p.m. Cancelled 

Sunday, March 29th      
9:00 a.m. Cancelled 
 

Liturgical Ministers’ Schedule:                     March 29, 2020 

Mass Lector EM/Bread EM/Cup Servers 

Saturday at 

5:00 pm  Cancelled    

     

     

Sunday at 

9:00 am  Cancelled    

     
 

    Parish Stewardship Week of         March 15, 2020 
 

Collection 3/15/20                                    Envelopes: 46 

Candles:                 $    41.00                 Attendance: 100 

Sunday Offertory   $1586.50  

E-Offering               $  304.00           Weekly Budget: $ 3,050.00 

Needy                     $     5.00 

Easter Flowers         $ 160.00 

Ash Wednesday     $    5.00        

Total   --                  $2101.50 

 

 

Security:  The Doors of the Church will be locked 

when Mass Starts.  The 15th Street door will be left 

open and monitored during Mass.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 
 
     
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Thanks to all our Pierogi Workers!  

This was only possible because of you. 
 

 Bishops Appeal:  As of 3/20/20 our parish has 

achieved only 6% towards our goal of 100% 

participation.  Our parish goal of 100% participation is a 

goal we are working hard to attain.  There are three 

ways in which you can participate:  PRAY for the 

success of the Annual Bishop’s Appeal; DONATE to the 

Appeal; submit a completed response card as all 

responses will count towards our parish participation 

goal; VOLUNTEER your time and talents to any of the 

ministries of the Church.  Please submit a completed 

response card or pew envelope as all responses count 

towards our parish participation goal.  Thank you in 

advance for your response. 

Rice Bowls: Maria Ana and her brothers receive one 

meal a day at school, so that they can focus on 

achieving their dreams.  How was education important 

for your future?  How can you ensure that all young 

people have a chance to be educated?  Visit 

crsricebowl.org for more. 
 
 

Stewardship: “Everyone who drinks this water will be 

thirsty again.”   JOHN 4:13 
Jesus reminds us that material things, even something 

as basic as water, can never satisfy us for long.  When 

we build our lives around material possessions, we 

always want more.  True Joy and Peace only comes 

when we follow Jesus, when we become more “God-

centered” and less “self-centered”. 
 

2020 Easter Sarmale Sale – St. Nicholas Romanian 

Orthodox Church 1621 S. Sawburg Rd., Ladies Auxiliary 

will be making stuffed cabbage rolls for a donation of 

$15/dozen. Place your order by March 26th 330-843-

0207.  Pick up dates are March 29th, 3 -5 pm, or March 

30th , 4 – 6 pm. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Can we see the goodness around us? Today we 

have the story of a man born blind. In Jesus' time, 

blindness was viewed as a punishment for sin. Lent is 

all about looking inward and rooting out sinful desires 

and actions. So, this story of a blind man and Jesus 

restoring his sight is a story about the forgiveness of 

sin.  

How often do we hold on to sinful ways or 

thoughts? Do we need Jesus to give us something in 

our lives to see again? Or do we need to concentrate 

on something we do well so that our "sight" may be 

improved?  

This week let us look through eyes of faith and 

attempt to see goodness around us. Also, let us help 

each other to remove sin so that we might see God 

more clearly.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday Collection: Pope Francis has asked our 

parish to support the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, 

which helps Christians in the Holy Land.  Your support 

helps the church minister in parishes, provide Catholic 

schools and offer religious education.  The Pontifical 

Good Friday Collection also helps to preserve the 

sacred shrines.  The wars, unrest and instability have 

been especially hard on Christians.  In these times of 

crisis, the Pontifical Good Friday Collection provides 

humanitarian aid to refugees.  When you contribute to 

the collection you become an instrument of peace 

and join with Catholics around the world in solidarity 

with the Church in the Holy Land   
 

Readings for this Sunday 

First Reading: Exodus 17:3-7 
Second Reading: Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 

Gospel: John4:5-42 
 

Readings for next Sunday 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 

Gospel: John 9:1-41   
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